Serum immunoglobulin and complement C3 levels in workers exposed to lead.
Serum immunoglobulin and complement C3 levels were measured in workers exposed to lead at a secondary lead refinery and a solder factory. In the first survey, significant correlations were found between blood lead and IgA with a correlation coefficient of 0.296, and between blood lead and IgE with a correlation coefficient of 0.314. No other significant correlations were found among the indicators of lead exposure and humoral immunity. In the second survey, no significant correlations were found between blood lead and IgG and IgA. A significantly higher number of subjects with IgE of more than 400 IU/ml was found in the group with blood lead of more than 60 micrograms/100 g.